Housing Problems (these need to be red)
Most houses were built without sewers or toilets. Many houses often shared a privy, usually built over a cess pit or stream. Many cesspits were not lined and could sewage could seep into the water supply. They often overflowed.

House were often badly built with earth floors and thin walls. There was a lack of light and fresh air. This led to many chest complaints and poor health.

Most houses did not have piped water and relied on pumps, streams and rivers. All these were at risk from being polluted from waste from the town. Diseases like cholera spread through water.

Landlords and tenants rented out their cellars to whole families. These were very damp and dark. It was difficult to keep clean and many people were infested with lice which helped spread typhoid.

Large families often lived in one room with a lack of privacy – disease could spread quickly

Towns became in-filled and landlords built many houses in a small area. Courts with alleyways often developed behind streets with hundreds of people living in confined areas.






















