Housing Improvements (these need to be green)

A.

By 1854 there were only 182 local Boards of Health in towns. Of these, 71 had plans for water and sewage systems but only 13 had put their plans into action.
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B.

The 'Great Stink' of London in 1858, the overpowering smell from the Thames, a law being rushed through parliament in 18 days, to provide more money to construct a massive new sewer scheme for London and to build the Embankment along the Thames in order to improve the flow of water and of traffic.

London's 'Great Stink': The Sour Smell of Success by Professor Martin Daunton

C.

One answer was to demolish slums. …Some charities built new model housing on the cleared land - most famously the Peabody Trust in London - to little avail. The new housing was often grim and rents were too high for many of the people who were displaced from the slums. At the end of the 19th century, some local authorities did start to build council housing which offered a new solution to the problem of housing the poor.
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D.

The Public Health Act of 1875 required local authorities to implement building regulations or bye-laws, which insisted that each house should be self-contained with its own sanitation and water. This change in the design of housing complemented the public investment in sewers and water supply.

In the last quarter of the 19th century, huge numbers of new bye-law houses were built in English cities: long rows of terraced housing, in grids of streets, easily cleaned and inspected.
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E.

The Board of Health recommended glazed earthenware pipes for new drainage systems. These were more hygienic than brick and were also cheaper. Between 1848 and 1856, 2,500 miles of new sewer pipes were laid. In 1852 a serious outbreak of typhus fever was traced to new earthenware pipes – the contractor had not laid the pipes properly.
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F.

It shall not be lawful to build a dwelling house over any privy or cesspool, unless the privy or cesspool shall have been fitted with a water closet with a constant supply of water.

Act of 1854 for Llandudno, North Wales

G.

In 1853, Titus Salt built a village of 800 houses, for the workers in his Bradford textile mills. It consisted of well-built, well-planned cottages, with piped gas, water and a WC. 

The Lever family at Port Sunlight also created a model town with all their houses arranged around open green spaces. The 1875 Act allowed councils to clear whole districts. Between 1872 and 1876 

Joseph Chamberlain bought almost 40n acres of slum houses in Birmingham, cleared it and replaced it with Corporation Street.

Overcrowding in towns was also eased by the coming of the railways, as the middle classes moved out of towns in to the suburbs.
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H.

John Snow. A London doctor worked out a link between cholera and water supply. He made a careful analysis of what water supply people were using in Soho in 1854. He got permission to remove the handle of the Broad Street pump. There were no more cases of cholera.

Understanding disease advanced in leaps and bounds. In 1861 Louis Pasteur published his Germ Theory, which for the first time proved a link between germs and disease. By 1872 Robert Koch had discovered the specific germ which caused cholera.
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